Direct Impacts on Fish
“Construction of valley fills and other discharges of dredged or fill material authorized by the DA Permit into Pigeonroost Branch and Oldhouse Branch will lead to the total loss of over six miles of high quality, least-disturbed in-stream habitat and thus the total loss of five naturally occurring fish populations within the project area.” Final Determination p 48.
What is the EPA talking about? According to the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), “No fish species, catadromous or anadromous in nature, were identified as being present within the waters of the proposed project area (ibid, 3-158).” It is unclear how fish can be “lost” when they aren’t present. 

